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tent, but it makes a small ball which
is tough. The harder the endosperm
and the greater its proportion of
corneous matter, the more violent
will be the explosion when it finally
pops and the larger and lighter the
popped kernel will be. Popcorn
should not be stored in a warm
kitchen. Popcorn is much better some
years than others.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: The main
pest of popcorn is the corn borer, for
the control of which see Corn: Sweet
Corn. Root-rots often cause trouble,
but they may be eliminated by good
aeration and liming of the soil.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: Pop-
corn is a good specialty crop, since it
can be grown for ornament as well as
profit upon a small piece of ground.
A wide variety of colors, shapes, and
sizes may be obtained for ornamental
purposes from seed produced by
crossing Black Mexican sweet corn
with a yellow variety of popcorn.
The returns per acre may be any-
where from 25 to 50 dollars, although
the returns from ornamental varieties
may be much higher, depending on
the locality and how they are sold.
Popcorn is a crop for inexpensive
land and cheap labor.

Corn: Sweet Corn

DESCRIPTION: The common sweet
corn (Zea mays, var. saccharata}
was probably developed by breeding
and selection from the common field
corn (Z. mays, var. rugosa). It is a
cereal and belongs to the grass fam-
ily. Although field corn is an ancient
type that was in cultivation by the
Indians in tropical America probably
before the 8th century, sweet corn is
of recent origin, having been first

cultivated about 1800. The plant
grows 4 to 8 feet tall with no
branches but produces tillers or stools
from the crown which grow to half
the height of the original stem. The
pistillate or female flowers are ar-
ranged in rows on the ear alSout half
way up the stalk, and the staminate
flowers grow on a branched raceme
at the stalk's tip. In order to get seed
produced, the pollen which is shed
from the staminate flowers must fall
on the silk which is produced on the
ears. The pollen is carried by the
wind, which accounts for the fact
that if more than one kind of corn is
grown in a garden the resulting seed
will not produce the same kind of
corn as that on which it grew. Many
gardeners pull off the silks and won-
der why the ears have no kernels on
them.

It takes about 48 hours from the
time the pollen drops on the silk un-
til the flower is fertilized and the
kernel starts to grow. If insects eat
the silks as they are sent out from the
leaf-wrapped ears or if rain makes
the pollen sticky so that it fails to be
released from the tassels, pollination
cannot occur and the seeds will not
develop. Each silk is attached to an
embryo kernel on the cob and each
one must have a pollen grain drop on
it in older for the kernel to develop.
Very often a rainy day is responsible
for a long bare tip on an ear of sweet
corn. All varieties of corn whether
field, pop, or sweet corn will cross
with each other. They must be grown
at least forty yards from each other
to prevent mixtures from taking
place.

TYPES AND VARIETIES: There is only
one type of sweet corn, but a number
of varieties, which may have yellow,